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Bakerloo Extension Motion 

Council Notes: 

The London Borough of Lewisham welcomes the TfL consultation on the Bakerloo Line 

extensions which provides us with the opportunity to transform our communities, increase 

our economic viability and crucially improve life outcomes for our residents. 

Lewisham is about to start one of its biggest periods of regeneration, and an 

unprecedented period of growth as a key area in meeting the needs of a growing London. 

However, the majority of the Borough is under-served by public transport infrastructure, 

with an over reliance on our road network, which we can ill afford from either a capacity or 

environmental viewpoint. 

A Bakerloo Extension was first mooted in 1898 when Parliament passed the New Cross 

and Waterloo Railway Act, since then the need for this service has been identified time 

and time again since 1931, fistly as part of the London Electric Metropolitan District and 

Central London Railway Companies Act and again under the Special Enactments Act of 

1947.  

In 2011 Network Rail published its Route Utilisation Strategy, which made 

recommendations for development based on need, the ability to free up additional 

capacity for other mainline rail services in the region and also the strong return on 

investment. 

Lewisham Council have been at the forefront of calling for the Bakerloo Extension to 

Hayes for over 5 years having undertaken much preparatory work and lobbying with TfL to 

achieve the current proposals.  

Broadly mixed mode transport infrastructure isn't as developed in SE London as it is in the 

other quartiles of our city, limiting growth and economic development across this region of 

London. London is forecast to grow considerably over the coming years, and South-East 

London is earmarked for supplying a significant proportion of the capital’s future housing 

capacity. A key challenge is ensuring there is sufficient and appropriate infrastructure 
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which includes more transport modes, and a greater frequency of services otherwise the 

need will not be met. 

Therefore the Council Resolves: 

1. To call on the Mayor of London to instruct TfL to make the development both a reality 

and to afford it a high priority, not only because it benefits Lewisham's residents, but 

because of its strategic importance to London, and the opportunity it brings to increase 

access between Central London's job market and the current and potential more 

'affordable' housing markets in South-East London, which will be needed to meet 

London's future growth needs. 

2. To be clear in our response with the Mayor of London and TfL that the Extension must 

not stop at Lewisham Station but instead continue through the borough via Catford Bridge 

and on to Hayes in the London Borough of Bromley. 

3. To work with TfL and the Greater London Assembly to hold a tri-borough stakeholders’ 

event to ensure that we are realising the full potential of the development and the positive 

affects it can have on London's commuter, economy and housing. 

4. To work with TfL to review the trainline services from both Catford stations to 

understand opportunities and scope for an increased provision from both Catford and 

Catford Bridge, including fast services to London Bridge. 

 
 


